
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1547April 16, 1997
Following my colleague from Ohio,

beam me up, Mr. Speaker. Does this
make sense?

f

REDUCE FEDERAL SPENDING

(Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, my
father took home about 85 percent of
his paycheck. My brother will take
home about 45 percent of his paycheck.
My daughters, at the current rate of
taxes and spending, will take home be-
tween 10 and 16 percent.

Yogi Berra once said, ‘‘Ladies and
gentleman, the future ain’t what it
used to be.’’ When I grew up, if you
worked hard and tried to save and put
money back, you may have a little bit
of a life with your family. More and
more, that is increasingly different.

Mr. Speaker, we need to reduce the
amount of Federal spending and have
an effective government. The President
wants a $3 billion literacy program.
There are already 14 literacy programs
in education, all with bureaucracies, to
where we get as little as 23 cents on the
dollar down to the classroom. That is
cutting education, Mr. Speaker.

We need to work on both sides be-
cause American families are endan-
gered in this country. A billion dollars
a day, but not one penny goes to any of
those.
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HOW FAR WE HAVE COME, HOW
FAR WE HAVE TO GO

(Ms. MCKINNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
am proud to wear an official Jackie
Robinson 50th anniversary shirt li-
censed by Terry Manufacturing, the
largest African-American manufactur-
ing apparel company in the United
States.

Fifty years ago this week Jackie
Robinson shattered not just the color
line in baseball, he also shattered the
myths upon which Jim Crow America
was built.

A few brave men in major league
baseball took the courageous step to
hire one player. But in major league
baseball, just as in other areas of
American mainstream life, there are
still many more barriers to tear down
before we have reached our true ideal
as a nation.

Monday the world watched in awe as
Tiger Woods shattered every record
held for the Masters Tournament at
Augusta National. Unfortunately there
remain golf courses in America where
families like Tiger and his family are
not welcome and minorities cannot
play.

It is right and appropriate that we
take the time now to celebrate how far
we have come. Let us also reflect on
how far we still have to go.

ILLINOIS’ LADY INDIANS BASKET-
BALL TEAM DEMONSTRATE
HIGHEST LEVEL OF SPORTSMAN-
SHIP AND COMPETITION
(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I proud-
ly rise this morning to acknowledge an
exemplary group of young athletes
from Illinois who have persevered in
reaching a common goal for the second
year in a row. This group of young
women have demonstrated the true
hearts of champions, and have aspired
once again to the highest level of
sportsmanship and competition.

This team of student athletes hailing
from Carlyle, IL, are known as the
Lady Indians basketball team. In
March the Lady Indians won the Illi-
nois high school Class A women’s bas-
ketball championship.

En route to their second State cham-
pionship and third straight visit to the
Illinois finals, Mr. Speaker, the Carlyle
Lady Indians rolled to a record 33 wins
and no losses, including the champion-
ships in the Cahokia Conference Tour-
nament, the Mascoutah Holiday Tour-
nament, and the Highlands Invita-
tional. In the last three seasons the
Carlyle ladies high school team has
racked up an impressive 94 wins to only
8 losses, which demonstrates a selfless
commitment to excellence and a will-
ingness to forsake individual accolades
for the good of the team.

Mr. Speaker, this team, led by
Courtney Smith, the 1997 Illinois Ms.
Basketball, and Angie Gherardini, the
Illinois Class A coach of the year, is an
outstanding example of hard work,
dedication and excellence which every
young athlete can learn from, and
truly symbolizes the selflessness and
devotion of all the people of the 20th
District of Illinois.

So today Mr. Speaker, I want to congratu-
late these 12 devoted players and the assist-
ants who guided this team to their second
straight Illinois State Championship in 1997:
Michelle Donahoo, Leslie Dumstorff, Heather
Hitpas, Kristin Hustedde, who recently visited
my office as part of the Congressional Youth
Leadership Council, Tara Kell, Erin Knuf,
Summer Knuf, Lindsay Macon, Stacey
Pollman, Jessica Robert, Brie Sheathelm, and
Courtney Smith.
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H.R. 2 ABANDONS COMMITMENT TO
HOUSING THE VERY POOR

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, this
week the Speaker of the House an-
nounced that he wants to give a $300
billion tax cut to the wealthiest people
in this country. This is a disgrace. But
the story gets worse, much worse.
Today Republicans are going to try to
pay for those tax breaks by taking
money from poor people in public hous-
ing.

Today in the Committee on Banking
and Financial Services we will debate
H.R. 2, a bill that abandons our Gov-
ernment’s commitment to housing the
very poor. Under H.R. 2 many poor
families will end up spending more of
their income on housing or be forced
into homelessness. Meanwhile, people
making over $350,000 a year will get a
tax break.

Mr. Speaker, is this what the Repub-
licans stand for: Giving tax breaks to
the rich while throwing poor children
onto the street? H.R. 2 is extremely un-
fair and must be stopped.
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DO NOT CUT MEDICARE TO PAY
FOR TAX BREAKS

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, as we
begin the debate over how to balance
the Federal budget, I rise today to ex-
press my frustration over some of the
recent proposals for dealing with our
Nation’s Medicare Program.

Last week I was concerned to learn of
the President’s offer to take an addi-
tional $18 billion out of projected Medi-
care spending. Then, Mr. Speaker, I
was utterly outraged to learn of the re-
sponse of the chairman of the Senate
Committee on the Budget to the Presi-
dent’s offer. The gentleman from New
Mexico said an additional $18 billion
was not nearly enough.

Republicans have threatened to call
off budget negotiations with the Presi-
dent unless he accepts Medicare cuts of
up to $30 billion or more. A cut of this
magnitude without balanced reform
would devastate the Medicare Program
and cannot be justified.

And why are the Republicans scram-
bling so furiously for these deep,
unsustainable cuts in Medicare? Not to
extend the life of the Medicare trust
fund, not to improve the quality of
health care for 38 million seniors, but
because they need the money to fi-
nance massive tax breaks for the very
wealthy.

Mr. Speaker, I will not support any
budget, whether Republican or Demo-
crat, that uses the Medicare Program
as a piggybank for giant tax breaks for
the rich.
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TAX CUTS FOR THE RICH AT THE
EXPENSE OF MIDDLE CLASS
WORKING FAMILIES

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is the
same old song and dance here on Cap-
itol Hill. My colleagues on the other
side of the aisle are proposing large tax
cuts for the rich at the expense of mid-
dle class working families.

The latest tax proposal put forth by
the Speaker of the House is to elimi-
nate all capital gains and estate taxes,
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